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Our Town Hall is coming to  
Center Park! 

Residents are invited to visit the Town Hall in Center Park on October 2, 2024, from 9-11am 

and 1-3pm. Each Department will highlight key initiatives and answer resident questions.  

So far, we have the following scheduled: 

Town Administrator and Select Board – Provide your input about the FY26 budget and the 

Town’s proposed building projects. 

DPW, Police, and Fire – The proposed “Touch a Truck” event is sure to draw a crowd, as is 

the opportunity to speak with our Director or Chiefs about paving and public safety. 

Planning – Here is your chance to ask our Town Planning about Accessory Dwelling Units, 

MBTA Communities, and the Town’s new GIS system!  

Building – Have a permitting or zoning question or want to apply for a permit from your 

phone? Our Building staff will be available to help you. 

           Continued on Page 2 
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Town Hall in the Park, Continued from Page 1 

T O W N  O F  C A R L I S L E  

COAHS – Learn about our incredible senior programming or the blanket of services the Town can provide to 

your loved one in need. 

Sustainability – Meet the Town’s hardworking sustainability coordinator and learn about what Carlisle is doing 

to fight climate change. 

And even if you are not interested in our Town Hall programming, we understand if you just want to visit one of 
the Town’s most beautiful spaces. For more about Center Park and the volunteer effort that makes it special, 
visit: https://www.centerparkcarlislema.org/   

https://www.centerparkcarlislema.org/
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T O W N  O F  C A R L I S L E  

Sustainable Pointers for Autumn Gardening 
Environmental Sustainability Committee 

 
Now that these beautiful early autumn are drawing many of us out to our gardens for some seasonal 
work, here are some sustainable choices to consider:  
 
• Plant some native, non-cultivar species in your garden. Fall is a great season for planting. Why 

not add beauty and meaningful support for insects and birds to your garden? As a bonus, once 
established, native plants require far less time, water, chemicals and care than non-native 
species.  

 
• Kill the lawn. Okay, kill a part of the lawn. If considering a reduction in the size of your lawn in 

favor of more beneficial habitat, now is the perfect time to begin the project. Manual digging 
and removing grass works well in a small area, especially if the new flower bed will be planted 
this fall. Alternatively, covering the designated area with cardboard (brown, with as little 
lettering as possible) and covering it with fallen leaves will allow the material to degrade over 
the winter while the lawn beneath is starved. In the spring, you can gently remove the leaves 
and cardboard pieces or plant through it. While a tarp can also work, it should be removed in the 
spring. Also, do keep in mind that tarps break down when exposed to the elements, introducing 
micro plastics to the soil. Whatever the option, the newly cleared soil should not remain exposed 
since disturbed soil is a magnet for invasive plants.  

 
• Remove some invasive plants. While spring is the optimal 

time to remove invasives (before they do to seed), you 
might as well remove any you come across as you work in 
the garden.  

 
• Leave the leaves, branches and flower stalks. Fallen leaves 

provide excellent nutrients and moisture control for the 
garden. Leaves, branches and flower stalks also provide 
shelter and nutrients for overwintering insects and 
wildlife while seeds on “dead” flower stalks are a vital 
food source for birds.  

 
• Switch to electric equipment. For any clearing of areas 

where it is not practical to leave the leaves such as 
driveways and walkways, consider switching to electric 
equipment. This will reduce your carbon footprint, be 
healthier for your lungs and ears, and your neighbors will be grateful.  

 
    Happy Fall!  







The Tax Collector’s Office has received approval from the Select Board to 
change the number of times Real Estate and Personal Property tax bills 

are mailed each year from 4 mailings to 2 mailings, beginning in January, 
2025. 

 

What this means: 

• Bills will be mailed on January 1st – the bill will contain two coupons, the bottom coupon will 
be for the payment due on February 1st, and the middle coupon for the payment due on May 
1st.   

• There will be no mailing in April for the payment due on May 1st. 

• Bills will be mailed again on July 1st, with two coupons, one for 
the payment due on August 1st, and a second coupon for the 
payment due on November 1st. 

• There will be no mailing in October for the payment due on 
November 1st. 

 

Page 7 is an example of a tax bill that would be mailed in July.  
The Collector’s Office will continue to provide more information 
to assist with this upcoming change. 

 

Continued on Page 7 

CHANGES COMING TO TAX BILL MAILINGS 



NEW TAX BILL EXAMPLE 

Tax Bill Mailings, Continued from Page 6 
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T O W N  O F  C A R L I S L E  

The COAHS is pleased to announce that funding has been obtained from the Friends of the Carlisle 
Council on Aging and the Concord Carlisle Foundation that make it possible to offer property tax 
relief for seniors 65+ whose income is at or below the following levels: 

• $69,000 for a single individual who is not the head of a household. 

• $86,000 for a head of household. 

• $103,000 for married couples filing a joint return. 

The total funding available is $40,000 and, and it is expected that each qualifying household will 
receive between $2000 -$2500.  Other qualifying details will be on the application form. 

Applications will become available September 23, 2024 at the COAHS office, on our website 
www.carlislecoahs.org, and via email. Please contact Carol Grueneich with any questions you have 
about this program at 978-759-7633 or cgrueneich@carlislema.gov. 

From the Council on Aging and Human Services 

 

COAHS was lucky to have fantastic weather for the Lowell Canal 

tours in August.  Participants learned about 

the history of the canals and rode through 

them in boats.  An interesting and fun outing.   

The senior flu vaccine clinic will be held on FRIDAY, October 4th, 2024 
in the Clark Room, Town Hall in the morning—exact hours to be 
confirmed. To register or if you have questions, please call the COAHS 
at 978-371-2895 or email coahs@carlislema.gov.   

Carlisle – Board of Health and Council 
on Aging and Human Services 

SENIOR FLU VACCINE CLINIC 
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Jim Hall, DPW Director 
 
Howdy Folks!  
 
By the time you read this, we will be putting the finishing touches on our 2024 paving project! We are 
busy repainting crosswalks and parking spaces as well as stop lines. Up next for us is long line painting 
on the main thoroughfares in town. We are moving on to some minor drainage repairs and 
maintaining all the town properties. 
 
Please drive with care and be aware of your speed when driving through town and on the new 
pavement. As always, we thank you for your patience and support! 
 
Enjoy the Ride! 
 
Jim 

From the Department of Public Works 

T O W N  O F  C A R L I S L E  



MBTA Communities Open House 
Wednesday, October 16th  
Late Afternoon/Evening 
Clark Room @ Town Hall 
Details to follow 
 
 
 
LAST CALL! The MBTA Communities Survey closes soon!  

SAVE THE DATE 

https://rb.gy/orpm04
https://www.carlislema.gov/1195/MBTA-Communities
mailto:jmercier@carlislema.gov
https://www.carlislema.gov/1196/Accessory-Apartment---2024-Updates-to-By
mailto:jmercier@carlislema.gov
https://rb.gy/orpm04
https://www.carlislema.gov/1195/MBTA-Communities
mailto:jmercier@carlislema.gov


P A G E  1 1  
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From the Gleason Public Library 

September is Library Card Sign-Up Month! 

If you don’t already have a library card, you can 
register at the Library or online at https://
ln.mvlc.org/carlisleecard   

 

Use this handy “Library Value Calculator” to figure 
out how much money you can save with a library 
card! https://ilovelibraries.org/what-libraries-do/
calculator/  

 
Early Release Day Movies Are Back 

Middle schoolers are invited to an Early Release 
Day Movie at the Gleason Library third floor Hollis 
Room every Early Release Day at 1:15 p.m, starting 
September 18th! Visit gleasonlibrary.org/events or 
call 978-369-4898 for more information. 

 
Musical Petting Zoo with the Springfield 
Symphony Orchestra 

The Musical Petting Zoo is a fun and informative 
traveling hands-on program and exhibit of musical 
instruments for children in grades pre-K through 4th grade, which will be visiting Spalding Field in Carlisle on 
Wednesday, September 18th, at 1:30 p.m. Visit gleasonlibrary.org/events to learn more and register. Registration is 
required as space is limited. This fun program is cosponsored by the Carlisle Recreation Department and the Friends of 
the Gleason Public Library. 

 
Gleason Library Saturday Hours 

The Gleason Library has resumed their regular Saturday hours of 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Weekday hours remain the same year
-round: Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Wednesdays 1 to 9 p.m.; and Fridays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 
The Life and Music of George Gershwin with Richard Travers 

Music educator and local favorite Richard Travers returns to Carlisle this fall with two engaging presentations on 
Wednesdays, September 25th and October 30th at 1:30 p.m. in the Gleason Library Hollis Room. The September topic 
will be the Life and Music of George Gershwin. Presented with the support of the Friends of the Carlisle Council on Aging 
and the Friends of Gleason Public Library. Registration is required at gleasonlibrary.org/events as space is limited. 

 
Teen Advisory Board 

Use your voice and help the Gleason Library become even better! The Teen Advisory Board will meet once a month to 
discuss the Library, what you think would be most helpful to you as teens, and to just hang out with your peers to talk 
about school, what you're reading and/or watching, and life in general. The first meeting of the school year is Thursday, 

https://ln.mvlc.org/carlisleecard
https://ln.mvlc.org/carlisleecard
https://ilovelibraries.org/what-libraries-do/calculator/
https://ilovelibraries.org/what-libraries-do/calculator/
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T O W N  O F  C A R L I S L E  

From the Gleason Public Library, Continued from Page 13 

October 3rd, at 7 p.m. Registration is required at gleasonlibrary.org/events. This group is for students in grades 9 through 
12. If you have any questions, reach out to Tahleen, the Teen Services Librarian. 

 
SAVE THE DATE 

The 41st Annual Great Pumpkin Spectacle will be held on Wednesday, October 30th. 

 
The Gleason Endowment’s Books & Brews Fundraiser returns on Saturday, November 16th. 

 
Two Part-Time Job Openings – Library Assistant 

Gleason Public Library is seeking two enthusiastic, customer-service-focused and detail-oriented individuals for part-
time library assistant positions. The purpose of this position is to provide customer service and circulation services to all 
customers of the Gleason Public Library, and to cover the children's room desk and assist with children's services. Visit 
gleasonlibrary.org/employment for more information. 

https://gleasonlibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/41st-annual-great-pumpkin-spectacle-6-30-spooky-stories-with-tony-toledo-at-corey-auditorium/
https://gleasonlibrary.assabetinteractive.com/calendar/books-and-brews/
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Household Hazardous Waste Collection 

T O W N  O F  C A R L I S L E  

submitted by Dan Scholten, member of the Carlisle Transfer Station Action Committee (TSAC) 

 
The 2024 annual Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) collection event in Carlisle will be 
held Thursday October 24, 4-7pm, at the DPW behind the Transfer Station. This is free to 
Carlisle residents who have a Transfer Station sticker. 
  
Hazardous materials include: oil based paints, stains, strippers, solvents, varnishes, adhesives, 
glues, engine oil, waste fuels, brake/transmission fluids, poisons, cleaners, spot removers, pool 
chemicals, aerosol cans, pesticides, antifreeze, etc. Latex paint is NOT Hazardous Waste -- 
allow the paint to dry (adding kitty litter or sand can assist) and dispose with solid waste.  
  
Carlisle now has a reciprocal arrangement with a consortium of nearby towns that allows us to 
use their HHW days. Carlisle residents can bring their HHW to any town in the network on the 
day of their collection, paying that town’s fee (usually by check on arrival). The benefit is that 
we are not limited to Carlisle’s one day a year HHW collection. The flexibility of disposing of 
our HHW throughout the year is handy if one is moving or has just done a renovation project, 
for example. 
  
Similarly, residents of the other towns in the network can bring their HHW to Carlisle during 
our HHW day event, for a fee payable to our town. This arrangement allows Carlisle to receive 
Recycling Dividends Program (RDP) points that earn us grant money from the state at the end 
of the year. 
  
For more information, see carlislema.gov/949/Hazardous-Waste-Collection. This website has a 
Reciprocal Arrangement Schedule document containing other 
towns’ fees and any pre-registration information. 

carlislema.gov/949/Hazardous-Waste-Collection
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T O W N  O F  C A R L I S L E  

Friday Night Live is back this October for its 40th anniversary! Yes, that’s right, FNL has been 
taking place in Carlisle for the past 40 years! To celebrate this big anniversary, the Carlisle Youth 
Commission is bringing back the 80s! Kids, dress in your best 80’s style and expect cool 
commemorative swag at the door! We'll have an 80's themed professional photo booth, sports in 
the gym, DJ and dancing, and a special 80's movie showing in the performing arts room. Register 
here: https://carlislema.myrec.com/info/activities/default.aspx. For this first FNL of the year, we 
ask parents to come inside the gym with their children at 6:45pm so we can go over expectations 
for the year together and then moving forward you can just drop and go at 7 PM. If you have any 
questions, please get in touch with us at Carlisleyouthcommission@gmail.com. As always, we 
wouldn’t be able to run these events without our awesome parent chaperones so please do sign 
up, it’s a super fun and rewarding experience. https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C084BACAE29AAFACF8-51121801-friday The Carlisle Youth commission is hard at work 
planning for a great year ahead! 

https://carlislema.myrec.com/info/activities/default.aspx
mailto:commission@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084BACAE29AAFACF8-51121801-friday
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084BACAE29AAFACF8-51121801-friday
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T O W N  O F  C A R L I S L E  



https://rb.gy/orpm04
https://www.carlislema.gov/1195/MBTA-Communities
mailto:jmercier@carlislema.gov
mailto:jmercier@carlislema.gov


Follow us on social media! 
 

@townofcarlislema  

 

         @townofcarlislema      

Invasive Water Chestnut pulling at Great Brook State Park by 

volunteer Carlisle resident Johnathan DeKock!   

 

Photos courtesy of Conservation and Land Use Municipal Assistant Bethany Barstow. 

https://www.facebook.com/townofcarlislema
https://www.instagram.com/townofcarlislema/
https://www.carlislema.gov/1195/MBTA-Communities
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdcLB7FcGvrMgazYUFr9zB-fLjcaEIY-o0N5FJ_CdHR38ps1g/viewform

